The Kemsing Singers

Minutes of the Annual General Meeting held on Monday 8tk September 2025

Present: Jonathan Riley (Chairman), Marianne Bradnock (Vice Chairman),
Linda Powell (Treasurer), Sara Kemsley, Peter Young and 39 singers.

The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting which would be a short one
followed by a rehearsal. He welcomed new choir members.

1. Apologies Roger Davenport, Barbara Darby, Iris Goodwin, Ros Gulliver, Paul
Edmunds, Frankie Edmunds, Edward Hiller and Elaine Saunders. Margaret and
Shaun Wakelen and Angela Shew have advised that they are sadly leaving the choir.

2. In remembrance of Robin
Jonathan gave thanks for the life of Robin our much-loved President who passed
away peacefully in his sleep a week ago. Robin was the founder member of
the Kemsing Singers. His dedication and management of the choir have been a
key factor in the continued success of the choir. He will be greatly missed and
our thoughts are with Frankie, Paul and his family.
Thank you, Robin, rest in peace.

3. Minutes of the AGM - held on the 9 September 2024 had been circulated to
all members. These were unanimously approved and signed by the chairman.

4. Matters Arising from the minutes - there were none.
5. Correspondence - there was none.

6. Musical Director’s Report - Sara stated that the proposals for the programme for
the coming year has been met with approval. The Tenor solo has been booked for the
Christmas concert. Sara asked the members whether they were familiar with
the ‘Women’s Land Army’ and whether they might have any anecdotes related to
the latter tucked away. She also stated that the music boxes are getting overfull and
that it was time to reduce the number of songs. There is a strategy in place to help
solve this. There was some discussion as to whether the members would like to
continue with the extra choir sessions after the end of term, the general view
was that they should.

7. Treasurer’s Report - The accounts for 24 -25 and the Treasurer’s Report had been
circulated. Linda expressed her thanks to Peter Bradnock (examiner of accounts)
for his support and assistance. She was pleased to report that income exceeded
expenditure by £1000. The chosen charity was the ‘Forget-me-not Cafes’ and
representatives from the charity attended the concerts. The subscriptions are to
be retained at the current level of £100 and a target to increase attendance would
help towards increasing revenue.

Heather Doe proposed, seconded by David Round, that the accounts be accepted
- carried.



8. Trustees report - Paul Edmunds reported in absentia that the choir’s Trustees
Report is up to date and in order.

9. Chairman’s Report - Jonathan’s report had been circulated. He thanked all
the Committee members for their support and hard work, with particular
thanks to Sara, Peter and Heather.

As stated previously, Peter B would be glad if someone else could be found to
examine the accounts and Sue Force volunteered to do this in future.

10. Reports of the Social Secretary, Membership Secretary and Vice Chair -
None, but Marianne asked if the choir knew of any other advertising methods.

11. Election of Committee — Two nomination forms had been received, nominating
the existing Chairman, Vice Chairman and Treasurer and a new Secretary (Jane
Wiltshire). All were elected unanimously en bloc.

Other ex officio members of the committee have agreed to carry on: Sara, Frankie
(Concert Manager), Ros (Social Secretary) and Barbara Davenport (Membership
Secretary). Peter Young, and Heather Doe (Librarian) have also agreed to carry on.
Thanks were extended to all of them.

12. Any other business

(a) Marianne has sent flowers and our best wishes to Frankie.

(b) Jonathan asked if anyone would be able to help with Stage
Management.

(c) The members expressed their gratitude to Peter for his excellent
composing work.

(d) There was some discussion about who best to contact if there was a last
minute change regarding attendance. It was decided that this could be recorded
via WhatsApp or Muzodo.

(e) Sara said a special thank you for her birthday presents.

There was no further business and the meeting ended at 8.05pm.



